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There are various factors that count when
you are hoping to get married in a “fairy
tale” way. And | am not talking of
exchanging your vows at Disney World
(although that sounds most tempting!),
where you come dressed like Snow White in
a chariot and Mickey ad Minnie are your
Best Man and Bridesmaid respectively. | am
talking of a wedding in a normal setting that
is transformed into what a ‘celebrity
wedding’ looks like, oozing elegance, style
statement and satisfaction one hundred
percent! After al, who doesn't want a
wedding, which is nothing less than
spectacular, as that seen in the tabloids and
TV Shows, is the talk of the town and yes it
will be the wedding your friends will envy!
The big question next being, “How can |
have a dream wedding without moving a
finger?” or let's rephrase the question and
make it a little more discerning — “1 want to
have a perfect wedding. But | don’t want to
miss out on the fun by worrying all the time
about ‘hows and ‘whens’ and ‘whats' and
‘ifs? 1 will be too washed-out and may not
have the strength to enjoy my own special
day.” For a marriage to be worth
remembering, and one, which truly stands
out from its contemporaries, there are three
key things that one needs to focus on.
Planning taking top of the order, redlistic
budget coming second and thirdly
Coordination. What happens when either of
these things is off the mark? The ‘fairy tale
wedding simply becomes the ‘old wives
talel’ Let’stak to the Wedding Planners and
learn the intricate secrets of planning a
wedding because we truly feel that thisisthe

You will find yourself with ten
different unrelated things in your wedding.
It can be taxing physically and mentaly. It
is essential to pick a theme. The theme
doesn't have to be elaborate, or the one
which will drill holes in your pockets. How
about a Mediterranean, Beach or a
Bollywood theme... or ssmply colors, which
can be atheme itself! If you pick colors, try
to pick a maximum of three and make sure
that they complement each other. Try to
pick “in-season” colors as well-pastels,
creams or pinks at a November/December
wedding is a bit out of the ordinary. Your
theme will pull your whole event together-
from food to favors, everything will
coordinate in style. With the mix of culture,
traditions and bombardment of new fashion
and style statements, the term Mandap has
indeed broadened and includes not just the
canopy on four or six pillars, enveloping the
havan-kund, but the glossary of full wedding
decorations. This includes: Aidles
Beautification,  Decorative  Umbrellas,
Entrance and Lobby Decorations, Head
Table Decoration, Cake Table Decoration,
Buffet Table Decoration, Exquisite Center
Pieces, Flowers, etc. Display your persond
pictures as centerpieces to spruce up a cake
or gift table.

What is the average coast of wedding
flowers? According to Dolly of Fragrance
Floral Design, it al depends on the budget &
desires of the bridal couple. The factors
involved include the size of the wedding
party, amount and style of ceremony and
reception decorations, and what flowers are



time you should be indulging in a lot more
stress-free fantasies of the life to come,
beaming with happiness because you truly
can have the wedding you have aways
dreamt of ...

A wedding planner is a professional
who has more experience than anyone
helping you right now. Vendors also offer
better rates and are more confident
negotiating fees with a wedding planner,
knowing the planner can give them more
business & referals. You want a
professional handling your budget and not
someone emotionally attached to your
decisions. A planner will tell you what is
within your budget and what is over the top.
But the number one reason, says Sonal Shah
of Save the Date is “You want your
wedding to be perfect — the day you have
aways dreamed of. You get only one
chance to get it right—a wedding planner
understands this and is paid to make sure
everything is perfect!” Geeta Mathur of
Shaadi Presentations on the other hand,
considers herself like a director of the
orchestra when asked how a Wedding
Planner can make a difference. Though
Sharda Shenoy of Elegant Affairs is
essentially a Wedding Decorator, she points
that though hotels do provide you with a host
or hostess to take care of your requirements
and needs, having a Wedding Planner is
always an advantage.

According to Vaishali Sawant of
Rose Events, planning a wedding takes a lot
of time researching and then visiting
vendors. A wedding planner can simplify the
planning process by getting to know your
vision of the perfect wedding and matching
vendors to you raste and budget. They can
also verify the reputation of various vendors
to make sure you make good selections.

“A wedding planner can come on

used.

For consultation wedding theme and
décor, Dolly suggests to bring pictures that
depict what flowers you like. “If you can,
bring a photo of your dress as well as
swatches of the bridesmaids dress fabric to
coordinate colors. Bring you own ideas,
notes or sketches of whatever inspires you!”
reiterates Dolly.

You need to book the ceremony
official-pundit, maulvi or a priest according
to your religion. These days couples and
guests prefer a shorter ceremony and the
pundit to be friendly and one who can
simultaneously explain the mantras in
English for the younger generation to take
keen interest in. You may ask the banquet
hall for reference or ask  for
recommendations from your friends who
have gotten married. Also do the paperwork
before hand if you plan to register your
marriage. “for the ceremony, you aso need
garlands and flowers and petals for the
decoration and tossing during the
ceremony,” points Uttara Reddy of North
Star Flowers. You mas ask for
recommendation from the banquet manager
or get in included in the contract with you
wedding decorator.

Food and drink make the event. If
the hall is part of arestaurant or hotel, have
dinner there first to find out if the food is to
your expectations and taste any of the house
specialties which you might consider
including on your reception menu. Long
after the event is over, people remember it
and it goes in their good or bad book of
impressions when it comes to how the food
was in quality, quantity, service, taste and
presentation. Catering combines creative
presentation ideas with top class service and
the most essential part, the variety and the



board a any given point of the wedding
planning process. You can hire a planner
from the minute you get engaged and even
as late as a couple weeks before the
wedding,” states Vaisahli. Narrating a
personal experience of a wedding Vaishal
attended as a guest, and the wedding turned
out to be a disaster, reminisces Vaishali, “It
was a catholic ceremony in a church,
followed by the Hindu wedding
immediately, in a nearby banquet hall
followed by the reception. The catholic
ceremony went smoothly but al the guests
were |ate to the Hindu ceremony because the
families had overlooked the amount of time
it would take 100 car to go from the church
to the banquet hal, park an them take their
seats. The delay in the ceremony caused the
cocktail hour to be delayed and finally the
reception. The family ended up paying more
to extend it for an additional hour. Some of
the guests were upset because dinner was
served at 10 pm and the delay seems to
throw a lot of other things off schedule as
well. Another thing that went wrong was
that the place cards were put on 3 different
tables and spread far apart. There was no
one to give us any direction and it took very
long for people to find their place cards,
which in addition to being delayed caused an
ever further delay to get the reception
started.”

One can save as much as $10,000 to
$40,000 by hiring a Wedding Planner,
claims Preeti Shah of Spotlight Style. You
may want to delegate  different
responsibilities to family members, but the
fact remains that they would as much want
to enjoy themselves and be part of the
‘masti’ at the wedding, as anyone else.
Being a license holder from ‘International
Wedding & Event Planning School’ Preeti
has an access to a whole new market and
vendors from even the smallest town and
farthest countries. Sitting in NY, she can co-
ordinate wedding for a couple even it they

quality of the food. Have a definite budget
and also approximate number of guests, as
well as the type of food & service you want.
You should also visit caterers and sample
their food. About the advice on cutting
down on drinks, Zamzam suggest that not
everyone drinks, so iof the hotel offers you a
per-head rate for liquor, you can inform
them that they should be charged on
consumption basis. “You cannot falter here
because if the contract is signed, there is not
much you can do later,” concludes Zamzam.

While reserving the venue for your
wedding, seek if there are plenty of great
backdrops to choose from, or will you need
to take your pictures elsewhere: Next, book
your photographer six months before the
wedding. Check the years of experience he
has, equipment he uses, cost of package,
liability insurance, payment and cancellation
policy, cost of various albums, delivery, etc.
“Everyone wants to wish the bride & the
groom, who might be having a private
moment at their pre-wedding photography
session. Our job is also to move the crowd,
direct them to their seats or announce the
appetizers so that the timeline for the
photography session is strictly followed and
bride & groom can have privacy”, says
Sonal Shah of Savethe Date.

Sonal Shah of Save The Date
suggests to the bride-to-be where to ship,
even if she prefers to go to India for
shopping. For example if she is going to
Mumbai, Sona provides the bride with the
list of great places according to her budget.
Preeti Shah of Spotlight Style on the other
hand meets up with top designers whenever
sheisin India which is essentially twicein a
year. Whenever a bride to be is going to
India for shopping, she already has meetings
and trial sessions arranged with the designer



wanted to get married in Poland or Ireland!
Because of unlimited access to different
vendors, she can even suggest to the clients
looking for silverware to give out as favors,
to obtain it from Turkey or get the flowers
shipped from Bangkok. Shobha Shastry of
Alankar Wedding Planning & Decorators
offers free services to her clients for
referrals.  She gives them the literature that
has the vendor information and vendors are
also rated A, B, C or D according to the
client’s budget. Wedding Planners normally
charge $2000 and up for their services.

Teyaari.com is an online information
services firm that specializes in planning and

managing South Asian events. Teyaari
provides customized information on
businesses that match their clients

reguirements so they can narrow down their
options easily and inexpensively. They also
check a availability, provide business details,
and collect references for these businesses.
Teyaari has information on over 5,000
businesses from across the country across
different categories like venue, catering,
decorators, event planners, entertainment,
beauty, and more. This service can be
especially useful for couples planning
weddings across different states. “A dream
wedding can happen in very budget — it's a
guestion of identifying what you want and
making the best choices,” says Antara
Prasad of Teyaari.com.

A wedding is expensive no matter
what the budget is. Plan out how much you
expect to spend on each detail of the
wedding, include catering, wedding dress,
and favors. Also make sure you have a back
up amount of money for unexpected
expenses. Never cut down on your catering.
Food served to the guests must be of top
quality. “We start with the budget. We take

of her choice, thanks to Preeti!
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is the key factor the bride should
look for in her Makeup Artist. The makeup
artist should know how the camera “reads
and trandates’ different colors. The
objective of makeup is to look better version
of you. Before fixing the beautician for the
wedding day, go for various ‘beauty trial
sessions.’
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Engagement rings and wedding
bands are the magor part of sales at any
jewelry store. WWomen want feminine pieces
to coordinate with their vintage inspired
engagement rings. You can take your
handwritten message and inscribe it on the
band. About half of the young couples are
buying simple, sleek-line platinum bands
with a few diamonds. The rest are buying
gold, mostly white gold. White gold and
platinum have become very popular in the
last five years. Men's bands have become
wider, from six to eight millimeters.
Couples are picking matching bands.

Grooms coming in the golf cars and
on Harley Davidson bikes have become a
common affair in the weddings. For the
wild-wild west, skydiving into open-air
wedding venues in parachutes has also been
attempted. Your wedding planner is the
safest option to recommend you a horse $
cariage or limousine for transportation.
You have to make your reservations early.
Saturdays in spring or summer season are
high demand days. Other days with heavy
bookings are long weekends, Vaentine's
Day, day before Diwali and Holi, Christmas
Eve, New Year’'s Day. Be sure the carriage
company or limousine company has
complete liability insurance. Also, because
Indian wedding are much noisy because of



the client’s general budget and convert it
into a detailed budget”, says Sonal Shah of
Savethe Date.

“Every single penny matters, “ says
Nikhil Bhalja of Abhishek Decorators, and
throws in an idea for penniless referras
“You can ask the photographers for a DJ, or
ask a DJ for a Horse Carriage vendor, so on
and so forth. Nikhil also suggests that when
you go and meet the vendor to finalize
various things, have a specific budget in
mind and be upfront about it. “You don't
need to fit yourself into somebody else's
budget,” says Nikhil and also points out that
most of the time vendors are willing to work
out the discounts for you. Elaborating this
point, Nikhil suggests to review the
packages of different vendors carefully,
suggests Nikhil. For example, you don’t
need to opt for an expensive photography
package, which has 2 sets of pictures, sets
of coffee table books. You may just require
only one set of each thing.
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‘Budget’” from there the whole
wedding planning kicks off, is not a very
sonorous word for the clients so Zamzam
Hussain of Lotus & Leaf Inc. has worded it
diplomaticaly calling it ‘optimal plan’ or an
‘adternative plan’. As suggested by the name
itself, ‘optimal’ deals with extravagant
wedding, where as, ‘dternative’ would
pertain to a quieter yet extravagant wedding.

*

Get yourself a ‘Wedding Binder’,
which will be your best friend you'll have
during your engagement period. The
wedding binder is essentially a ‘home’ for
all wedding-related information. One, two-
sided pocket folder is usualy enough room
for the paperwork of one vendor. One side
of the pocket folder is for ideas and research
and the other side is for estimates and

the dhol, loud music, or fire, you would want
to make sure that the horse has previously
been involved in the Indian weddings and
well adapted to it.
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Build an environment conducive to

mingling and conversation with soft music
playing in the background on the wedding
day. You do want people to get to know
each other and talk, so don't blast it. Make
sure the band or a DJ you choose knows
your personaity and what you want. He
should be able to reflect the overall theme of
your wedding.
Carefully go through the package, the DJ is
offering. You cannot expect 4 plasma
screens or fancy light effects for less money.
Remember, a good DJ, will be the liaison
between all the other vendors including the
photographer and caterer, etc. You must see
the list of songs in advance. Y our DJ should
be accommodating to everybody of al age
groups. Like with other vendors. Preeti
Shah of Spotlight also offers liaison with one
of the best DJs in the industry, DJ Johnny
who has performed with Beyonce, Oprah
Winfrey, etc. His charges start from $7,000
and up. Of’ course the Wedding Planner has
lots more professional DJs that can suit
everybody’ s budget.

Bridal parties are taking wedding
Choreography lessons as much as 3 months
in advance. The trend is popular not just
amongst same-age or younger cousins and
friends but amongst other members of the
family too, including parents, uncles &
aunts, grandparents.

The wedding choreographer invites as many
members in the dance group and assigns a
different signature tune for the entry, has a
script ready, which he rehearses with you
that contains story of how bride met the
groom and what your roleisin ether of their
lives. Your choreographer will encourage



contracts. Some categories for you pocket
foldersare

Catering

Photography

Wedding Trousseau

Invitation Cards

Favors

Seating Charts

E-mail/phone list of Brida party

members

Honeymoon, etc.

Sort and clean your binder once a
month and get rid of any information that is
no longer or save it in a separate folder for a
friend or relative who may need it in the
future. Now that you've found your perfect
match, you would want to announce it to the
world with your very own ‘Wedding
Website and Webpage'. You can have an
option of a free webpage aso, if you don't
want a premium paid webpage and create
your very own wedding story online. Share
with friends, family and guests details on
how you met, photographs and family &
friends blessing page of how you get
engaged and what you are planning for your
wedding including Bridal Gift registry and
much more!  Wedding Planning Software
will make you life easy. A sneak peak into
what al it can do for you:

Track every single guest detail

whether you are inviting 100 or 1000

people

Captures al responses to your
invitation and the likelihood of
attendance

Captures a out-of-town  guest
accommodations and wedding party
info

Helps you build an initial budget and
stick to it

Maps out your entire “to do” list
from start to finish

Tracks every item of your gift
registry from any number of stores

you and give you dance steps, which you are
comfortable with and put you up for solo,
duet or group performance.

+ , *

Make sure that you show your
appreciation and gratitude to your guests.
For out-of-town guests, you need to arrange
decent Accommodation at your own living
quarters (which is not advisable for various
reasons) or a guesthouse or hotel. Look into
more then one place for guest to stay as well.
Some guests may not have the budget to stay
in afancy hotel after they paid for their trip
there. Be sure to provide them with a
welcome basket in their rooms with goodies
like miniature soaps hand & body lotion, sun
block, chocolates, fruit juices, nut sachets.
Be sure to include a city map if they want to
go sightseeing. Include them in your pre-
sangeet dance rehearsals, remember, more
the merrier! Keep your couples together, but
do encourage single guests to get to know
others at the reception.

are a reflection of you and your
spouse, or a keepsake that your guests will
treasure forever. Some standard ideas are
candles, candy, gift boxes, or picture frames.
You will aso want to be sure to include
items that match your color scheme. Geeta
Mathur insists that the favors should either
be of utility or exclusive decorations.
Among many exclusive pieces she has, wind
chimes are a popular choice, which can be
easily customized according to the client’s
choice, with beads in colors of blue, purple,
turquoise etc. The brass figurines on the
chine can also be according to one's choice
like sun, Om, elephant, camel, bells, etc.
Other preferred favors are gem stone
paintings over the coasters, key chain
holders, incense stick holders, sandalwood
showpieces, mithai, silver coins, gemstone
boxes, silver bowls or diyas, wine stoppers,



Manages all seating arrangements

Helps you choose the right
photographer, videographer, baker,
florist, etc.

Manages al your musical selections
for al the events

Prints your outer and inner envelopes
Helps you with your maps, reception
menus, ceremony programs, etc.

The invitation sets the tone and gives
the clue to your guests about the theme of
your wedding and aso how they may dress
up! You can easily incorporate wedding
themes into your invitation cards like Beach,
Hawaiian, Garden, Tropical, Autumn,
Lighthouse, Ocean, Seashell, wedding
theme, etc. “ldeally, the wedding planner
should be brought into the picture as soon as
the marriage decide, before the invitation
cards or the venue is finalized,” states
Zamzam Hussain of Lotus & Leag Inc.
About the invitations, comments Zamzam
that she has seen hundreds of invitations
strangely mis-spelt. Zamzam who has also
taught English at the university points that
she has seen instances where R.S.V.P. or
response cards have been sent to the hosts
without names as no dotted line was
provided, where guests could write their
names. So they just sent out ‘Yes or ‘No’
without their names! She has also seen
instances where the names of important
family members were left out on the card
that caused bhitterness for a long time
between the families.

/

The Choice of Right Banquet for
your wedding is the foremost decision when
one decides to celebrate one’'s joys with
one's family and friends. “The most
expensive part of the wedding budget is the
banquet facility. This usualy includes the
hall rental, service stag, tables, chairs, some

napkin rings, trinket boxes, etc. You may
consider donating money for favors to
organizations like Pratham  USA,
Resear ch Centers for Parkinson’s, cancer,
AIDS, etc. or to old age homes.

0

A honeymoon registry uses “gifts’ in
the form of money toward your honeymoon.
For example, if your hotel is $200 a night
and you are staying five nights, you may ask
for ten gifts of $100 to go towards your hotel
accommodations. A specia touch by your
family and friends can aso be imparted to
your honeymoon by providing: Champagne,
Limousine Service, Spa Treatments,
Tourg/Excursions, and Entertainment
Options. There are many websites that
provide these options. You can visit
www.thebigday.com,
www.weddingsolutions.com,
www.traveltoremember.com, or
www.Sitatour s.com.

" ! $ !

- For the Banquet hall, don’t forget to
include food and beverage tax and
gratuities. These can add an
additional 20 — 25% to your cost.

An average family spends $3,000 —
$5,000 for décor alone.

The trend in the US today among
Indian American families is to spend
anything from $4 to $25 per wedding
invitation. Most people order 200 to
400 invitations — the cost works out
anywhere from $700 to $1,000. This
includes printing, designing, shipping
& mailing.

The minimum (good) photography
package will cost you $3,500

A decent Bridal lehenga starts from
$300 while groom’ s attire-a sherwani
(plain) will start at $250.

The average price point for a man’'s
ring starts at $800 and a woman’'s



linens, cutlery and parking,” says Vaishali
Sawant of Rose Events. According to
Zamzam Hussain of Lotus & Leaf Inc. even
the hotel sites prefer to deal with a
professional Wedding Planner, as they are
both on the same page. Here are a few

suggestions for a formal or informal
wedding, and everything in-between:
Ballrooms,  Hotél Banquet  Rooms,

Mountaintop, City Hall, Barn, Country

around $600.

While the average cost of a disc
jockey is $500 per night, the
experienced ones who have been in
the business for over a decade now
charge as much as $2000 to $5000 or
up per night.

Shop around, you can find favors
starting from as little as 50 cents!

Clubs, Boat, Vineyard,
Historic Site or Home, Old
School if you two were

How much does a wedding cost?

Transpottation

school  sweethearts, etc.
Couples who plan their
wedding outdoors cannot
afford to ignore wedding
day weather. Always have
a backup plan. Be precise

on the minimum and
maximum number of
people. Some halls come

with their own exclusive
caterers and, although you
like the hall, beware, the
food may not be what you
expect. Make sure that the
tablecloths and napkins
available can be coordinated
with your color scheme.
Make sure that there is
adequate parking.

‘Wedding Attire
T

2%
Stationery
3%

Ceremony

4%

Reception

% Entertainment

3%

Photofvidea
0%

The average wedding in 2006 for approximately 200 guests wi
cost $27 .C00.




